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PORONGURUP RANGE WALK TRAILS

There are numerous walk trails in the Porongurup Ranges and suit all levels of fitness. They are listed below and are in no particular order. The return time will vary depending on the individual bushwalker. The return time will also depend how absorbed you get in watching the wildlife and admiring the beautiful Karri trees and wildflowers.
A – CASTLE ROCK
1.5 kms, moderate, allow 2-3 hours.
The Castle Rock walk leaves from the Castle Rock picnic area, which is near the eastern end of the Ranges. As the facilities have been upgraded, there is now a National Parks Fee for this area. The walk is quite strenuous as you are mainly climbing, and towards the end it is rather rocky. You need to be reasonably steady on your feet, or have a lot of time to complete this walk.

The walk leaves from the picnic area and heads up the first hill which has magnificent Karri trees. You then descend before climbing the next hill. This descent takes you into an area that reminds me of how the earth may have looked a 100,000 years ago. It has a very ancient feel to it, and is even more mysterious when it’s raining and you are walking in the clouds. 

Once you reach the end of the walk you can’t help but notice the huge granite boulders that adorn the top of this mountain. If you are game you can climb the ladder and take in the views from the very top of the granite boulders. The views are spectacular and will take your breath away.

For those that don’t want to climb the ladder it is fun exploring the boulders at the end of the walk. The size and majesty of nature is truly inspiring.

B – WANSBOROUGH WALK
4 kms return, hard, allow 2-4 hours.

Take the road from Mount Barker to the Porongurups. Turn right at the turn-off to Gibraltar Rock Winery (Woodlands Road). Turn right into Millinup Road which is the first road on the left after you’ve crossed the Porongurups. Travel along Millinup Road for about 1km, and take the first gravel road to the left. Continue up this road until you enter the National Park. Here the road divides in two, take the road to the left which will take you to the picnic area. The walk starts up the hill and is signposted. 

The start of the walk is probably the most difficult as you ascend up a very steep hill.  The trail is well sign-posted. Further in to the walk you have two options. Either take the trail to Devil’s Slide, which is off to the left. Or, you can turn right and head up to Nancy Peak and Hayward Peak. 
If you intend doing Nancy Peak then you need to allow about 5 hours as it is a long walk that traverses a number of the Peaks in the National Park.

Alternatively, Devil’s Slide is a fantastic, shorter walk that rewards the bushwalker with incredible views both to the north and the south of the Ranges. The top of Devil’s Slide is a wonderful place to have lunch so you have time to take in the view. The rock face on Devil’s Slide can be slippery if it’s been raining so be careful and wear proper shoes. Alternatively, do the climb after summer when the moss has, hopefully, died off temporarily. If you climb during the warmer months then wear a good hat and lots of sunscreen as it is a very exposed rock face. If climbing in winter then make sure you take wet weather gear as the top of the Porongurups is often shrouded in clouds and light, drenching rain.

Both Devil’s Slide and Nancy’s Peak can be reached from the Tree in the Rock picnic area, which is on the north side of the Porongurups. This is an easier bushwalk and may not be so daunting for those who are inexperienced bushwalkers.
C – DEVIL’S SLIDE

2 kms return, moderate, allow 2-3 hours.

This walk leaves from the Tree in the Rock picnic area and heads up the first hill. It is a lovely walk, and the views from the top make the climb well worth while. When you come out of the trees you see a huge rock face which is Devil’s Slide. It is an incredible sight. You can walk up the rock face anywhere you like, but remember, it is slippery after rain so try to time your walk after it’s been sunny for a few days so you don’t encounter the moss. Sitting on top the Devil’s Slide is a wonderful place to have lunch and take in the incredible views to the north and south of the Porongurup Ranges. Wear sunscreen and a hat if you go on a sunny day as it can get very warm on the rock. 
D – TREE IN THE ROCK

1 km return, easy, allow 1 hour.

This is a short walk that takes you into the beautiful Karri forest. There is a large tree growing out of a granite boulder, hence the name. It is amazing how trees can grow almost anywhere. There is an abundance of birds in this area and it is worthwhile being still for a while and watching them flit around you. 
E – NANCY’S PEAK & HAYWARD PEAK CIRCUIT

4 kms return, hard, allow 3-4 hours.

This is the only walk I haven’t done yet. It’s on the agenda. Consequently I can’t tell you much it. I do know that it traverses two of the peaks and is quite a long and, at times, difficult walk. You do need a good level of fitness to undertake this walk as you are climbing most of the way. Take the road from Mount Barker to the Porongurups. Turn right at the turn-off to

F – SOUTH SIDE WALK

4 kms return, moderate, allow 3-4 hours.

Take the road from Mount Barker to the Porongurups. Turn right at the turn-off to Gibraltar Rock Winery (Woodlands Road). Turn right into Millinup Road which is the first road on the left after you’ve crossed the Porongurups. Travel along Millinup Road for about 1km, and take the first gravel road to the left. Continue up this road until you enter the National Park. Here the road divides in two, take the road to the left which will take you to the picnic area. The walk starts down the hill a little way and goes off to the left from the picnic area. It is signposted and is a lovely walk as you get to see many different eco-systems along the walk. From lush bush to tree-lined avenues, from scrub to Karri trees, this walk has it all.

Unfortunately this walk isn’t a circuit and you need to return the way you came. But, the good thing is you get to see the bush from a different angle, and believe me, it is worth it. If you take the time to sit on a bank or a rock and keep fairly quiet you will find beautiful birds will feed around you as though you didn’t exist.
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PORONGURUP RANGE DRIVES

A - SCENIC DRIVE

One of the loveliest drives takes you right around the Porongurups, and if you go in the right direction you are rewarded with the most breath-taking views. 

From Mount Barker take the turn-off to the Porongurup Ranges (there is a sign off Albany Hwy) and you turn into Oatlands Rd. Follow this road for approximately 25 kms as this takes you along the north side of the Ranges. When you get to Chester Pass Road, turn right and approximately 1.5 kms down the road turn right into Millinup Road. This is a lovely gravel road that travels along the south side of the Ranges. This is a beautiful tree-lined drive and winds its way around the Ranges. If you drive slowly, or even stop on the side of the road, you will be rewarded with views of a variety of birds including Splendid Fairy Wrens, Western Rosellas, Grey Fantails, and Red-Capped Parrots.

Once you get to a main gravel road (Woodlands Road), turn right. This takes you up over the top of the Ranges. As you start to descend on the north side of the Ranges there is a parking bay so you can take photos. The view is breath-taking and well worth stopping and soaking up. 

Now, you have two options to return home. The first option takes you along the north face of the Ranges and then you’d head back along Porongurup Road. To take this route turn right at the first gravel road after you’ve left the parking bay at the top of the Ranges. This road is quite curvy and narrow so keep your speed down. This drive takes you into the Karri forest and is beautiful, cool, and well worth the extra kilometers. There are a couple of areas you can park and take in the scenery. When you reach the end of the road, turn left. This is Bolganup Dam Road. When you reach the T-junction, turn left and follow this road back to Mount Barker.

The second option is to continue down the gravel road after the parking bay at the top of the Ranges. When you reach the Stop sign (Porongurups Rd), turn left and this takes you back to Mount Barker.

B - WILDFLOWER DRIVE

Knights Rd

You can do this drive on your return from the round-trip around the Porongurups. Turn into Knights Road (on the left if coming from Mount Barker, and on the right if coming from the Porongurups). This road has remnant bushland along most of its length and gives you the opportunity of experiencing a wide variety of wildflowers. To return to Mount Barker, turn left when you get to the bitumen road (Woogenellup Road). This road takes you straight into Mount Barker. 

